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I. INTRODUCTION

The National Weather Service (NWS) is legally mandated to provide a Fire Weather

Program and there is a requirement from the customers for the NWS to supply the fire¢
weather safices. This annual operating plan describes the policies, procedures and

relationship the NWS will have with the federal wildland fire management agencies, a
as with the state of Wisconsin wildland fire management agencies. This operating plé
comgies with and complements the Interagency Agreement for Meteorological Servic
Those involved in the interagency agreement with the Department of Commerce, Nat
Oceanic Atmospheric Administrated WS ar e t he Depart ment

Land Management, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Natior
Park Service, and the Department of Agriculture, Forest Service.

The Operating Plan is updated annually, and is reviewed by representatives of the NWS and
each useagency prior to the onset of the spring fire season. All parties should have a copy
of this plan available for reference purposes. Each fire management agency receiving this
plan will be responsible for duplicating and distributing this plan to its Gi#ldes which

require NWS forecasts.

A. SUMMARY OF CHANGES FOR 2008
1. EI'i mination of the fAFire Danger Statem

2. Red Flag Warningwill be broadcast on the National Warning System Phone
(NAWAS).

3. Fire Weather Watches and Red Flag Warningsheilbroadcast on NOAWeather
Radio.

4. Added procedures for implementing new RAWS sites.

D




[I. ORGANIZATIONAL DIRECTORY
A. NWS OFFICES AND POINTS OF CONTACT
1. WFO MILWAUKEE/SULLIVAN Backup Office: WFO Green Bay

National Weather Service

N3533 Hadscrabble Road.

Dousman, W1 53118

Phone Number...26965-2074

Internet Addresshttp://www.crh.noaa.gov/mkx/?n=fire

Meteorologistin-Charge: Ken Rizzo kenneth.rizzo@noaa.gov

Fire Weather Focal Point: &k Gehring mark.g.gehring@noaa.gov
Assistant Fire Weather FR.J.Wood james.wood@noaa.gov

2. WFO LA CROSSE Backup Office: WFO Des Moines

National Weather Service

N2788 County Road FA

La Crosse, WI 54601

Phone Numbéer 608-784-7294

Internet Addresshttp://www.crh.noaa.gov/arx/firewx.php

Meteorologistin-Charge: Glenn Lusky  glenn.lussky@noaa.gov
Fire Weather Focal Point: Dave Schmidt dave.schmidt@noaa.gov
Assistant Fire Weather FP: Rod Swermamd.swerman@noaa.gov

3. WFO GREEN BAY Backup Office: WFO Milwaukee/Sullivan

National Weather Service

2485 South Point Road

Green Bay, WI 54315522

Phone Number...92094-2363

Internet Addresshttp://www.crh.noaa.gov/grb/?n=firewx

Meteorologistin-Charge: Gary Austin gary.austin@noaa.gov

Fire Weather Focal Point: Tim Kieckbusdim.kieckbush@noaa.gov

Assistant Fire Weather FPBom Helman tom.helman@noaa.qgqv
Tasos Kallas tasos.kallas@noaa.gov
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4. WFO TWIN CITIES/CHANHASSEN Backup Office: WFO Duluth

National Weather Service

1733 Lake Drive West

Chanhassen, MN 55317

Phone Number...95261-6708

Internet Addresshttp://www.crh.noaa.gov/mpx/fireWghp

Meteorologistin-Charge:Dan Lura daniel.luna@noaa.gov
Fire Weather Focal Point: Byron Paulsonbyron.paulson@noaa.gov
Assistant Fire Weather FP: Todd Krausetodd.krause@noaa.gov

5. WFO DULUTH Backup Office: WFO Twin Cities/Chanhassen

National Weather Service

5027 Miller Trunk Highway

Duluth, MN 55811

Phone Numbe..2187296697

Internet Addresshttp://www.crh.noaa.gov/dIh/firewphp

Meteorologistin-Charge: Mike Stewart michael.stewart@noaa.gov
Fire Weather Focal Point: Roman Berdesoman.berdes@noaa.gov

6. WFO DES MOINES

National Weather Service

9607 NW Beaver Drive

Johnston, IA 50131

Internet Addresshttp://www.crh.noaa.govfdx/?n=firewx

Meteorologistin-Charge: Brenda Brock brenda.brock@noaa.gov
Fire Weather Focal Point: frank.boksa@noaa.gov
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7. OTHER IMPORTANT NWS CONTACTS
Larry Van BussumiNational Fire Weather Operations Coordinator

National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC)

3833 South Development Avenue, Bldg 3807

Boise, ID 83705354

e-mail larry.vanbussum@noaa.gov

National Fire Weather web pab#p://fire.boi.noaa.gov

Gary Schmeling, Regional Operational Services Meteorologist (ROSM)

National Weather Service,

Central Region Headquarters

7220 NW 101 Terrace

Kansas City, MO 64153

email gary.schmeling@noagov

Central Region web site http://www.crh.noaa.gov

Heath Hockenberry

National Fire Weather Program Leader
National Weather Service

3833 South Development Ave.

Boise, ID 83705

email heath.hockenberry@noaa.gov

B. PARTICIPATING AGENCIES

1. U.S. Forest Service (USFS)
a. Chequamegon National Forest in northern Wisconsin
b. Nicolet National Forest in northern Wisconsin

2. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Seice (USFWS)
a. Necedah National Wildlife Refuge in Juneau County
b. Horicon National Wildlife Refuge in Dodge County
c. Leopold Wetland Wildlife Refuge in Columbia County

3. Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)

4. National Park Service

5. Wisconsin Dpartment of Natural Resources (WDNR)

A LIST OF CONTACTS FOR THESE AGENCIES IS LOCATED IN THE

APPENDIX.
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1. SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE NWS
A. Basic Services

This section describes the fire weather products and services provided by the NWS as
describedn National Weather Service Directive NWSI401. Since there are no fiiine
forecasters devoted solely to fire weather, fire weather duties are scheduled among other
warning and forecast responsibilitieldowever, spot forecasts for wildfires are treted

with a high priority.

Fire weather forecasts will be prepared by the NWS for various fire control agencies in
Wisconsin on a seasonal time schedule from early spring to late fall-uftand
termination of the fire weather season is mainly reledeshow coverage across Wisconsin
and will be requested by the fire control agenciBse fire control agencies (i.e. WDNR,
USFS) shall providéhe NWSat least one week of advanced notice prior to the-spadf

the fire season.

History indicates spnig to be the most active season for the fire weather user, since dead
fuels are abundant and the relative humigityometimes quite low. Fall may be another

peak time for the fire weather agencies due to a new source of fuel from dead vegetation as
a result of freeze damage.

Here are the general time periods for each season:

Spring season March 15 to June 15
Summer season  June 15 to September 1
Fall season September 1 through Thanksgiving weekend

The NWS is responsible for routine and fwrontine faecasts, which include the Fire
Weather Planning Forecast (FWF), NFDRS point forecasts, spot forecasts for prescribed
burning and wildfires, Fire Weather WatchasdRed Flag Warnings. Most of these
products will be available on the Weather Informatioansigement System (WIMS) and/or
the internet web sites of the NWS and Eastern Area Coordination Center (EACC). The
NWS web sites are listed in the Organizational Directory.

The web site for the EAC® the Great Lakes regias:
http://gacc.nifc.gov/eadpredictive/predictive.htm

Some additional fire weather forecasts that can be obtained on this wetegieeweekly,
monthly and seasonfite potential outlooks. Fire weather agencies are encouraged to
reman informedon these outlooks.



http://gacc.nifc.gov/eacc

Table 1 below outlines the responsibilities of each NWS office and their respective

geographic area. Figurealso indicates area of responsibility.

Table 1.

Forecast times, product identifiers and area responsibity of NWS offices

Office 7:00 AM LT Point forecast | Spot forecast | Watch/Warning | Fire
3:00 PM LT 3:30PM CDT | on request district
Duluth MSPFWFDLH MSPFWMDLH | phone, MSPRFWDLH 955
web-based 956
MSPFWSDLH 957
Chanhassen | MSPFWFMPX MSPFWMMPX | phone, MSPRFWMRX 961
web-based
MSPFWSMPX
La Crosse MKEFWFARX MKEFWMARX | phone, MKERFWARX 962
web-based 963
MKEFWSARX 964
Milwaukee/ | MKEFWFMKX | MKEFWMMK X | phone, MKERFWMK X 965
Sullivan web-based 966
MKEFWSMKX 967
Green Bay | MKEFWFGRB | MKEFWMGRB | phone, MKERFWGRB 958, 959
web-basel 960
MKEFWSGRB 965

Note: The fire weather responsibility of fire weather zone 965 is shared by WFO

Milwaukee/Sullivan and WFO Green Bay. WFO Sullivan/Milwaukee has fire weather
responsibility for Marquette and Green Lake countiezone 965, while WFO Green Bay

has fire weather responsibility for Waush@aunty of zone 965.
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